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private individual for private. This is partly a result,
one desirable in some respects, but not without its
drawbacks also, of the 'Kena'at' or ' contentment' doc-
trine, which forms so important an item in Islamitic
teaching, from the Prophet's time downwards ; it is m
also due in part to that absence of conventional grada-
tions which characterises Levant-Mahometan life. No
one in these lands thinks it anywise extraordinary
that of three brothers one should be, e. g. a small
shop-keeper, the second a General, and the third a Pasha;
nor would the latter two deserve or obtain any special
praise for condescension should they sit down to table
together with the first, or walk with him down the
most crowded and fashionable street of the Capital
itself. That again this very recognition of individual
worth and intrinsic fraternity, independent of social
rank, and even of wealth, is in some measure due to
Islam, we do not deny; but the pre-Mahometan annals
of the East show that it has been at all times con-
genial to the national characters of Arabs and Koordes,
Turks and Turkomans. And this in its turn tends
to produce a certain ease and repose of manner, not
precisely that which stamps the caste of Yere de Vere,
but sufficient to remove the Levant-Mahometan, gene-
rally taken, to an infinite distance from the typical
* snob' of our own satirists, and to make him, to a
certain extent at least, a gentleman both in thought
and bearing.

But it is time to consider our merchant in that
which must constitute his chief praise or blame, his
professional capacity. And here, again, we find him
equidistant from the European on one side, and
from the Levant-Christian of the same class on the
other.

Among the many items in which the Mahometan